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Student Financial Aid & 
Scholarships Overview
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• Financial Aid Process Overview

• Determining your Kent State Costs

• Scholarships 

• Additional Financial Options

Objectives 
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Presentation can be found at: 
www.kent.edu/financialaid

Scroll down the page to find
“Graduate Student” tab and select 
Financing Graduate School 
Presentation
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FAFSA Guidelines

Submit the FAFSA beginning October 1st

• Complete every year

• File by February 1 for maximum financial aid 
eligibility  

2021-2022 FAFSA will use 2019 tax information
• Use IRS Data Retrieval Tool to transfer
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FAFSA

• The FAFSA is reviewed by the federal processor

• Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is calculated

• Graduate students are always considered independent (provided they 

are not in a combined program)

• Results are sent to KSU and to the student

• KSU creates a financial aid offer and notifies the graduate students via 

email
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International Students 
and the FAFSA

• Must be U.S. Citizen or eligible noncitizen        

(with Alien registration number)

• Cannot receive federal Title IV student aid

• Private education loans typically require U.S. 

cosigner
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Complete 
FAFSA

Receive Student 
Aid Report

Financial aid 
awarded based on 

FAFSA results

Receive e-bill and 
review financial 

aid options

Financial Aid Process
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DETERMINING YOUR
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Creating a Financial Aid Package
Cost of Attendance (COA) Budget Example:

Fall 2021/
Spring 2022

Full-time 
Graduate 
Student
Ohio Resident

Full-time 
Graduate 
Student
Out-of-State

Full-time 
Graduate 
Student
Online

Tuition (11-18 
hrs)

$11,792 $21,952 (see program 
websites)

Room/Board* $8,796 $8,796 $8,769

Books/Supplies $1,200 $1,200 $1,200

Transportation $3,358 $3,358 $3,358

Personal/Misc $2,766 $2,766 $2,766

Est Loan fees $140 $140 $140

Total $28,052 $38,212 Varies

*Allocation based on off campus housing costs/On campus 
housing meal plan amounts vary and can be found at
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Tuition and Fees
• Per credit hour

• Ohio Resident/ 
Non-Ohio 
Resident

• Current rates on 
Bursar website

• Fee Register lists 
pricing for online 
programs www.kent.edu/bursar

Payment Due Date 
Fall 2021 TBD
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ADDITIONAL
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Types of Aid

Gift Aid:
Scholarships and Grants

Self-Help Aid:
Work Study & Assistantships and Loans
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Kent State University

Student Financial Aid and Scholarships
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What is a Graduate 
Assistantship?

Graduate Assistantships provide graduate 
students with a stipend, tuition remission, 
and the opportunity to enroll in the 
university’s partially subsidized student 
health insurance plan.

A full-time assistantship is 20 hours of work 
per week.

Types of Assistantships
Teaching Assistant (TA)
Research Assistant (RA)
Administrative Assistant (GA)

https://www.kent.edu/admissions/graduate
/graduate-assistantships
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Searching for a Graduate Assistantship

• Contact your graduate coordinator 
to see if your academic program or 
college is hiring GAs and request 
information on how to apply
• Search the Kent State Handshake job 
board for GA opportunities that may 
be available
https://kent.joinhandshake.com/login
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Kent State University

Student Financial Aid and Scholarships
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WWW.KENT.EDU/SCHOLARSHIPS
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Returning and Incoming 
Transfer Student Search:

• Currently enrolled KSU 
students

• All graduate students
• New transfer students
• High school students with CCP 

credits (should do both 
searches)

Complete a short Profile

Can hide certain types of 
scholarships
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Scholarship Search Checklist
• Bulleted action items provide an organized approach
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Scholarship Search Checklist
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Additional Scholarship Search Resources

www.kent.edu/scholarships
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• Maximum amount $20,500/year 
for Graduate Students

• Origination fee applies 1.057%

• Interest rate 4.30%*
• Unsubsidized

• Go to StudentAid.gov
• Sign in using FSA ID
• Complete Entrance Counseling
• Sign the Master Promissory Note (MPN)
• Annual Student Loan Acknowledgement 

(Available in April)

Federal Direct Loans

*Interest rate is set annually after July 1 each year
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• Student must complete online 

• Instant credit decision

• Interest rate 5.30%*
• Origination fee applies 4.228%

• Deferment option available
• Interest accrues

• Option if credit is denied:
• Endorser
• Appeal credit decision

Federal Graduate PLUS

*Interest rate is set annually after July 1 each year
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Helps students pay 

education costs beyond 

federal, state, and 

institutional aid

www.kent.edu/financialaid/private-loans

Private Education Loans
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One Stop for Student Services

HOURS
9AM – 5PM (M-F)

PHONE
330-672-6000

WEB
www.kent.edu/onestop

CAMPUS LOCATION 
1ST FLOOR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Reach us by Phone or Schedule a
VIRTUAL Appointment!

*In-person services are currently temporarily suspended. Please check our website for updated hours of operation.
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Thank You.
www.kent.edu

2/16/2021


